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Lord Kelvin. But mine is a more personal obligation.
Perhaps you can conceive what his notice and approval
meant to a novice ; what his sympathy and criticism have
meant throughout my life. I am more than ever the pupil
and servant of one whom all men admire, whom those
who know his works reverence, whom those who know
himself also love.

ADDRESS AS PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF
EDINBURGH TO H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES, ON
ADMITTING HIM AN HONORARY FELLOW OF THE
SOCIETY, DECEMBER 3, 1924

IN asking your Royal Highness to accept the Honorary
Fellowship of this Society, we follow an ancient tradition
which closely connects the Society with the Royal
House. It is an election that does not impose or imply
any scientific test. We exact no immediate contribu-
tion from you to the weighty contents of our published
Proceedings or Transactions. But I do not forget that
in an earlier stage of your Royal Highnesses career, it
fell to me to superintend an examination in scientific
and other knowledge which you passed with a degree of
credit that entirely satisfied the examiners. It is not on
that ordeal, however, that your right to admission here
is founded. It might indeed be rash to assume that you
have retained all you then knew. Nevertheless I venture
to assert that no one can challenge the fitness for our
Fellowship of one who has already done so muck to
advance the interests which our Society has at heart
There are few, if any, travellers whose journeys taie so
wide a sweep as yours; few if any ethnologists and
sociologists whose understanding of peoples and their